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Margaret Susan Prentis Comes Home 


Sometimes it is hard to look at an old portrait such as that of Margaret Susan Prentis (Webb) and give the subject life. 
However, if those among us who live downtown in the 200 block of North Main or at College Court could travel back in time just 
about 125 years we could look out our windows and see Mrs. Webb walk out her door and call on a neighbor or walk downtown to 
the milliner's shop. If the reader attends one of the four downtown churches he might see Mrs. Webb walking to her church on Sun- 
day morning. This portrait was recently discovered in a White Stone, VA, shop. 
Thanks to the generosity of many members, she has come back home. 


It all began in 1805 when a young lawyer, after graduating from William 
& Mary, decided to leave his home in Williamsburg to come to Suffolk to seek his 
fortune. Joseph Prentis set up a law practice in Suffolk. He eventually served as 
® surveyor of the Port of Suffolk (1811-1838) and was Clerk of the Nansemond 
County Court from 1838 until his death in 1851. 


On January 10, 1810 Joseph Prentis married Susan Caroline Riddick, 

..'~. daughter of Robert Moore Riddick and his wife Elizabeth. They were married by 

3 Episcopal clergyman, the Rev. Jacob Keeling, in the home of Mathias Jones and his 

wife Mary who was the bride’s sister. Margaret Susan, born in December of 
1810, was the first of Joseph and Susan Prentis' ten children. 
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David Jordan’s large house sheltered the Prentis and Webb families after they lost 
their home in the Great Fire of 1837. Later it became the Webb’s permanent 
home. The house was eventually demolished for a parking lot. 








L-R: Margaret Susan’s father, Joseph Prentis (1785-1851); her husband, Dr. Robert Henning Webb (1795-1866); and Margaret 
Susan Prentis Webb (1810-1888) with young Joseph Prentis Webb (1843-1892) 


Public schools were all but unknown in those days. 
The Prentises, as people of means, were able to provide private 
education for their children. Margaret Susan's younger brother 
Peter attended Amelia Academy. Where Margaret Susan at- 
tended school is not known to this reporter but the pose that was 
chosen for her portrait, as well as her family’s prominence, 
would certainly indicate that she was an educated woman. 


The Prentis children grew up in the oldest section of 
town. In 1822 Joseph Prentis purchased Thomas Swepson's 
property on the west side of Main Street approximately where 
Western Avenue 
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struck the Town of 
Suffolk. On June 
3, Sods a aire 
started in the shop 
of cabinetmaker 
Edward Arnold. 
Suffolk in 1837 The wind was 
blowing from the south. The fire rapidly spread from today's 
Mahan Street north to the river. At the end of the day most of 
the oldest part of town was destroyed--both sides of the street 
from 2nd Cross (now Mahan) to the river. 


Before the Great Fire, the Webbs lived with her parents. 
That disastrous fire left the Prentises and the Webbs homeless 
and they, like other families, sought shelter with friends in the 
newer part of town, soon living in David Jordan's commodious 
house in the (now) 200 block of Main Street while he moved to 





smaller quarters. 


The house must have been to their liking because in 
1846, almost a decade after the fire, Dr. Webb bought the Jor- 
dan house, termed by one contemporary source, a “brick man- 
sion." This house and the house the Riddicks built after the 
fire, now called Riddick's Folly, were unusual both because of 
their size and the fact that they were made of brick in a place 
where good wood was so easy to come by. 


Dr. and Mrs. Webb eventually had four children, only 
one of whom, Joseph Prentis Webb, lived to maturity--a sadly 
normal fact of life in the early nineteenth century. 


Margaret Susan Prentis Webb was an Episcopalian who, 
no doubt, attended services at the Union Chapel on the hill, now 
Cedar Hill, before an Episcopal church was built on Main Street 
around 1845, approximately where the new, Obici Foundation 
building stands today. In the church baptismal records, her 
name often appears as a sponsor. She died less than a decade 
before the current St. Paul's Church building was constructed. 


Mrs. Webb died in 1888 and was buried beside her hus- 
band near the old Union Chapel, in that lovely, peaceful place 
now known as Cedar Hill Cemetery. Information and most pic- 
tures from Suffolk in Virginia: A Record of Lots, Lives and Likenesses, 
by Fillmore Norfleet, and used with permission. 
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Binbiae of Uixion Chapel by Gertrude Basie This was 
later moved to Pine St. where it is used by Macedonia 
A.M.E. Church. 





Jordan-Webb House 


This house first stood at 240 N. Main Street before be- 
ing replaced in the 1970s by a parking lot. The fine brick house 
was built by David Jordan in the first quarter of the 19th century. 
It sheltered the Prentis/Webb family after the Great Fire and was 
later purchased by Dr. Robert Henning Webb. 


ah - The Webb family owned it 
éeie almost until the end of its days 
| though it had other inhabitants over 

-|time. Late in the 19th century Mrs. 
—.|Lucy Quimby moved her Nanse- 
_|mond Seminary here from the origi- 
nal location on Bank Street. The 
| closing date of the school is not re- 
| corded. 


HF é Later the home of Mr. and 
| Mrs. E. A. White, this house and two 
of its nineteenth century neighbors 
*% were razed in the 1970s. The Webb 
i house staircase was saved and still 


graces a home in Driver today. 
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Webb staircase 


Lafayette and the Prentis Family 


There is little doubt that all members of the Prentis fam- 
ily, including Margaret Susan, unless away at school, must have 
seen and/or met General Lafayette when he came to Suffolk in 
1825. Their house was across from the inn where he stayed 
(now 444 N. Main St.) and in sight of the courthouse where the 
event was held in his honor. Most importantly, Joseph Prentis 
gave the address at the banquet honoring the Frenchman. 


From the title page of Elements of Geometry and Trigo- 
nometry, published in 1836 


This c. 1914 photo appears 
to have been taken in front 
of the Webb house/ 
Nansemond Seminary. 
Maybe the Seminary ac- 
cepted boys toward the end 
of its time. Or was this one 
of the several buildings 
rented by the Suffolk School 
board to use for class- 
rooms? First boy, first row 
left, identified as Cannon 
Eley. Blond girl 2nd from 
right, second row, is identi- 
fied as Tony Darden. Photo 
courtesy Edie Higinbotham 
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The Prentises and Webbs in the War 


When the Union Army occupied Suffolk in 1862, many 
families had left to seek safe haven elsewhere. 


But the Webbs, Margaret Susan and her husband, must 
have been among those like their neighbor, Mayor Benjamin 
Riddick, who closed their shutters, locked their doors and pre- 
sented a blank face to the invaders. Her brother, Peter Prentis, 
also stayed and was one of several men taken hostage by the 
Union Army in 1862 to insure the good behavior of the people 
of Suffolk. We cannot imagine the fear, worry, want and depri- 
vation that the Webbs and other Suffolkians must have endured 
for four years especially during the Union occupation. 


We’re reminded of an oral history that Dr. Webb stayed 
in town and by coincidence was able to retrieve from a train car 
a large mirror that the Yankees had attempted to take away from 
the Riddick house (Riddick’s Folly). 


Joseph Webb, by then his parents’ only child, enlisted 
in March of 1862 at the age of 19. He enlisted as a 2nd Sergeant 
in Company C, 13th Virginia Cavalry. He was hospitalized with 
a fever in May-June 1863 and was wounded at Brandy Station in 
October. He never really recovered from that wound. Because 
of surgeries/amputation, one leg was several inches shorter than 
the other and required some sort of prosthesis for the rest of his 
life. Information thanks to Fred Taylor and Lee King. 





The Old Oak Tree 


The mighty oak before the chain saw. Below: Julie 
Johnson stands beside remnants of the upper portion 


of the huge trunk before it was removed. Photos by 
John Johnson 


) 
tly Cas 
Beir: 2 ae we 
iigeas 8 ae Y Zz. 
ev 4 


ee 
Maa 


% 





wind and 
shade from the sun. They give the place its peaceful, timeless quality—all the trees do. We miss the trees that have been lost to bad 
weather over the last several years but they were small losses compared to the loss of the giant oak that created a huge canopy in the 
whole southeast corner of the burial ground. We’re told it had been growing there since well before the War Between the States. 
Now it is gone, removed for safety reasons. We hope another tree will soon be planted in its place but we will miss the great oak. 
Margaret Susan Prentis and Robert Henning Webb’s graves are near the spot where the tree stood. 
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C. 1862 map of Nansemond County shows Chuckatuck Creek 
with its tributaries Brewers Creek and Godwin Creek. 
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People in this often seen photo are seldom identified. Here are 
the names and faces of the Possum Club. From left: Mrs. 
George Balance, Mrs. Henry Land, Mr. Percy Pitt, Mrs. 
Gertrude (J.B.) Pruden, Mrs. Thomas Lilliston, Mr. Henry Land, 
Mr. George Balance, Miss Marie Woodward, Mr. E. B. Caldwell 
(hidden in picture), Miss Nettie Cowling, and one other not 
named. Courtesy Edie Higinbotham 
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Storm Over Suffolk 


Five years of events commemorating the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War, presented by Riddick’s 

Folly House Museum, Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society, Suffolk Chapter United Daughters of the Con- 

| federacy, the Tom Smith Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and Suffolk Visitor Center. Named for 
Kermit Hobbs’s book by the same name. 


Chapter 1 — 1861 The Departure of the Troops 


Riddick’s Folly house museum, 510 N. Main St., opens at 9:00 a.m. with tours of the house and the 
law office where guests will meet the Riddick family in 1861. On the grounds see artillery, cavalry and infan- 
try drills and new recruits mustering into service. 


At 1:30 join other civilians to follow the infantry and cavalry soldiers as they march from the Riddick 
house to the Train Station for the farewell address, prayer and departure. Free. Questions, call 757-934-0822. 


Cedar Hill Cemetery Tours In conjunction with the events at Riddick’s Folly, SNHS will offer tours 
of Cedar Hill Cemetery where guests will meet Suffolkians of the past as they faced the uncertainties of May 
1861. Meet John Richardson Kilby, Rev. William Brock Wellons, Margaret Susan Prentis Webb and others 
during this first year of the War. Then go through the War with them as we return during each year of the Ses- 
quicentennial. 


Hour long guided tours at 9:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. Tours will depart from the 
Seaboard Station Museum, 326 N. Main St. 


Group size limited. Reservations required. Fee: $2.00 SNHS members, $5.00 non-members. Call 
757-539-2781. 


Visit the gift shops at Riddick’s Folly and the Train Station for great local histories. 
At this time each year of the Civil War Sesquicentennial, an event will recreate actual Suffolk events 
from 150 years past. Future events will include: 
° The Union Occupation of Suffolk (2012) 
° The Siege of Suffolk (2013) 
° Famine (2014) 
e Reconstruction (2015). 
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_ This 1965 photo of the 200 block of N. Main St. shows Margaret Susan Prentis Webb’s house (left) and near the center of the pic- 
ture, Suffolk Christian Church started by Rey. William B. Wellons. 


Thanks to our 2011 members as of April 14. If your name is not listed below, this could be your last news- 


letter. Please renew. 


Benefactor ($1,000+} 
Cornell, Phyllis & George 
O'Connor, Tommy 


Sponsor ($500+) 

Adams, Jim & Dana 

Bagnell, Judge & Mrs. Everett 
Carmine, Mr. Lance & Dr. Eva 
Darden, Bill & Bruce 
Stockman, Nan & Charles 
Woodward, Tom & Sue 


Patron ($250+) 

Baker, Robert & Marie 
Barlow, Joe & Lynn 

Barnett, Maxine E. 

Blair, George & Charnell 
Blair, James M. 

Butler, Mr. & Mrs. F. Prince 
Crocker, James. E. 

Cross, Ill, Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. 
Gordon, Mr. & Mrs. James E. 
Harrell, Mr. & Mrs. John C. 
Herman, Steve 

Hobbs, Kermit & Earlene 
Jones, Chris & Karen 
Kincaid, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Douglas 
Maxey, Jr., M. Anderson 


Friend ($100+) 

Austin, Fred H. 

Bakwin, Michael 

Birdsong, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Brinkley, Mrs. Elsie 
Carmean, Byron & Jean 
Chase, James S. 

Councill, Sandra 

Cross, Lynn & Hugh. 
Damiani, Andy 

Debranski, Mike & Marty 
Dempsey, Sandy & Nancy 
Frazier, Henry & Joan 
Green, Willie & Barbara 
Habel, Ill, Mr. & Mrs. James 
Harlow, Virginia 

Harrell, Bob & Pearl 
Henderson, Charlie & Donna 
Hobbs, Frances P. 

Howe, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. F.N. 
Howell, Patricia S. 

Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 
Jones, William Wellington 
Kerpelman, Howard E. 
Kyle, Betty Anne 

Lane, Cindy & Mike 

Leach, Grace & Jack 
McLemore, Mardane 
McNeal, Dorris 

McPhail, Phil & Barbara 
Newsom, Sarah N. 

Nixon, LaRoyce & Carroll 
Norcross, John & Cleta 
O'Connor, Alice H. 

Odom, Hunter and Linda 
Oliver, Bobby 

Picot, Sharon & Julien 
‘Pond, Dick & Sylvia 


Powell, Bill & Roberta 
Pruden, Ill, Peter 

Pruden, Mrs. Phyllis S. 
Pruitt, Jonn & Judy 

Roller, Kit & Rusty 
Saunders, Mack & Ruth 
Saunders, Whitney & Ellen 
Schlatter Family 

Sherard, Sam & Mary 
Shotton, Charles & Carol Lynne 
Small, Holmes & Lena 
Taylor, Fred & Adrienne 
Womack, Dorothy O. 
Woolford, N. Polk 

Young, Hubert & Christine 


Contributing ($50+) 
Adams, Jimmy & Hannah 
Alwood, Bob & Fran 
Baggett, Dennis 

Bailey, Bill & Annette 
Bialobrzewski, Angela 
Bollinger, Dixie & Stan 
Bowman, Marie & Lee 
Bradshaw, James & Becky 
Bright, John & Vera 
Brinkley, Mr. & Mrs. David L. 
Brothers, Mr. & Mrs. Tom S. 
Bunch, Karl and Shirkey, Susan 
Butler, Gary 

Callis, George & Susan 
Carr, Frances & Bill 

Carter, Barbara & John 
Clement, Becky & Joe 
Coughlin, Celia Wagner 
Council, John M. & Anne M. 
Cross, Parker 

Duggan, Bill & Hunter 
Evans, Richard & Eleanor 
Faircloth, John & Nancy 
Fitzgerald, Shirley R. 
Friend, Marianna 

Garrett, James & Susan 
Gatling, Jane & George 
Glasz, Peter & Janet 

Harrell, Jr., Bobby & Monette 
Hayes, Martha R. 
Hazelwood, Thomas & Karen 
Heimerl, John & Lynn 

Hill, Carolyn and Bryan 

J, Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 
Johnson, John & Julie 
Jones, Mary Margaret 
Kapinus, Ed & Barbara 
Kelley, Kermit & Frances 
King, Lee & Henrietta 
Kirchmier, Beverley 

Maust, Randy & Jeanette 
McLean, Martha & Mack 
McNeil, Brian and Joyce 
Norfleet, Dr. & Mrs. Ben 
O'Keeffe, Carole R. 

Pettit, Jack & Sarah 


Pichel, Nancy & Marcy 
Poulson, Mrs. Melvin B. 
Pretlow, Lila E. 

Rountree, Blanche E. 
Salmon, Jim & Elaine 
Savage, III, W. R. 
Simpson, Bobby and Sandra 
Smith, Lawrence and Sally 
Sobel, Faye 

Staylor, Mills & Gin 
Tompert, Robert & Leila 
Totten, Mr. & Mrs. Danny 


Verdirame, Dr. & Mrs. Joseph L. 


White, Jimmy & Hazel 
Williams, Nancy 
Wooldridge, Joyce & Bill 


Supporting ($25+) 


Abernathy, Charles M. & Ann B. 


Arthur, Gene & Brenda 
Arthur, Tommy & Jane 
Bell, Mr. & Mrs. Colley 
Blair, Susan 

Brooks, Elizabeth Dixon 
Bunting, Sandra & Bill 
Burgess, Dempse B. 
Chandler, Sue Hundley 
Consolvo, Ann 

Cook, Darrell E. 
Crumpler, John & Terri 
Darden, Charles & Yvonne 
Davis, Sue H. 

Dolan, Elizabeth Brothers 
Draper, Sue 

Duke, Alma Cross 

Duke, Lydia G. 

Ellis, Glenn E. 

Ellison, Betty & Jack 
Everett, Anne P. 

Fausel, Mary Anne & George 
Fitzhugh, Berry 

Friend, Jr., Edwin A. 
Gardner, Jr., David B. 
Habel, Jay 

Happel, Mrs. Constance Reid 
Harper, Linda Howerton 
Harry, Jack & Billie 

Hart, Lee & Betty 

Helms, Linda L. & Bill 
Hollowell, Sandra LoCascio 
Hughes, Glenn & Karen 
Hunter, JoAnn S. 

Jaffe, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 
James, Linda Annas 
Jennings, James L. 
Johnson, David A. 

Kalie, Jennie Lee 
Keasling, Janis 

Klein, Imogen Murden 
Kress, Jack 


Latimer, Ill, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. 


Lynch, Bill 

Mansfield, Bob & Charlotte 
March, Clyde V. 

McGahee, Terry & Beverly 


Morgan, Marian V. 

Mottley, Terry & Irma R. 
O'Connor, Betsy T. 

Odom, Polly Vann 

Owen, Bill & Ginger 

Panton, Fan G. 

Parker, Jim & Nancy 
Peachy, Mr. & Mrs. William S. 
Pettit, Tom 

Pisani, Cheryl A. 

Pond, Ill, Richard 

Ralph, Bobby L. & Joyce 
Ray, Patsy Powell 

Rice, Charles & June 
Riddick, Linda 

Roberts, Surry 

Ruden, Iris 

Russell, Jr., Mr.& Mrs. C. Ed- 
ward 

Sanderson, Mrs. Nancy Bruce 
Saunders, Bruce P. 

Smith, Audrey P. 

Speight, Bennie & Bonnie 
Taylor, Cindy 

Thanos, John & Voula 

Tyler, Stewart 

Umphliette, Mr. & Mrs. L. Carrol 
Ward, Gordon Carter 
Watterson, Nita 

Webb, Joby & Mindy 

West, Jack & Barbara 
White, Anne Parker 

White, Don & Nancy 
Williams, Jesse & Mary 
Williams, Richard & Sue 
Wills, Marjorie 

VVommack, Jane B. 


Gifts in Kind 
Ed Anderson (QFCP-2) 
Arnold, Dave 
(Pender & Coward) 
Beneke, John 
Kusmez, Karen 
Pollard, Paige (Commonwealth 
Preservation Group) 


List reflects memberships re- 
ceived through April 14, 2011. 


SNHS makes every effort to ensure 
accuracy. /f you find an error in 
your listing or if you would like to 
change your recognition preference, 
please call Julie Johnson at (757) 
S39 -2 7 Ot or email 
snhs@verizon.net. 


Recent contributions 
to the Phillips-Dawson 
House received from: 


Suffolk Rotary Club 
Birdsong Peanuts 


Scenes from the 34th Annual Candlelight Tour—on Chuckatuck Creek 


Thanks to all who oe ead 


Photos this page by John & Julie Johnson 


Top, L-R: Charnell Blair and Mary Williams at the Eure house; tour group at the Cherry house; Sandra Councill at the Bickham 
house. Bottom, L-R: Cheri Babler spinning cotton at the Barlow house; Jack Eure’s pleasure boat and Thomas Hazelwood’s work- 


boat on the Creek; Barbara Harris at home. 


Lafayette Party 


Left: Doug Kincaid, SNHS, and John 
Woodard, of the Murfreesboro Historical 
Society, were among those who told of La- 


Jfayette’s journey. Right: Sylvia Pond and 


Cleta Norcross. Below: Gin Staylor and 
Mary Ann Eure. Bottom right: Everett Bag- 
nell, Brenda Kincaid, Linda Helms and oth- 
ers say goodbye to Lafayette. 
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